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bition. Such religious convictions as he may have
possessed remained unchanged. The heretical edu-
cation of the Prince of Beam was however supple-
mented by such instruction as a boy of nine could
obtain at the College of Navarre,* where in a desul-
tory fashion he attended lectures with two other
young Princes, his name-sakes, Henry of Yalois and
Henry of Guise.

After Antony of Bourbon had fallen before Rouen
and Cond6 had been taken prisoner at Dreux (De-
cember, 1562), the Queen-Mother, fearing nothing so
much as the growing power of the Guises, was
anxious to conciliate the Huguenots. She therefore
allowed Jane of Navarre to send for her son. But it
seemed very important to Catherine and her council
to keep under their control and influence a boy who
was the head of the House of Bourbon, the heir to
vast possessions and who would be a hostage for the
good behaviour of his mother, for she more and more
identified her interests with those of the Huguenot
party. He was therefore urgently invited to return
to Court in the name of Charles IX., who had now
attained his nominal majority.

The Queen of Navarre did not think it expedient
to disregard the King's wish. She had been excom-
municated by the Pope, and a conspiracy had been
formed to betray her into the power of Philip II.,
who, so it was reported, hoped to merit the special

* The College of Navarre, one of the oldest colleges attached to the
University of Paris, founded in 1304 by Jane of Navarre, wife of
Philip the Fair, had at all times been especially distinguished by
royal favour.